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   God extends his mercy to us constantly, but it can never cease 
to surprise us. This was overwhelmingly felt by the Fort Wayne - 
South Bend pilgrimage group that traveled to Krakow, Poland for 
the 2016 World Youth Day. Day in and day out, everyone perceived 
the touch of the merciful Father in unique, unforeseen ways.
The presence of Our Lady was most certainly felt on this 
pilgrimage. Before reaching Krakow, we stopped in Czestochowa 
to visit the icon that is well known across the world and much 
loved by the Polish people. Despite the large crowd surrounding 
Czestochowa, there was definitely a peace that pervaded the entire 
monastery.
   Poland is truly a country of the saints. In almost every church 
or gathering space created for World Youth Day, relics could 
be found, especially of St. John Paul II. The Eucharist was also 

everywhere. The churches in Krakow were opened all day and it 
was not unusual to find adoration being carried out in one of the 
many side chapels. Of course, being so close to the Vicar of Christ 
was also a privilege. Every time the Holy Father spoke, he did so 
with fatherly care. He encouraged the youth to keep believing in 
the power of Christ and to bring Christ to others because “Mercy 
has an ever-youthful face.”
     There is so much more that could be said about the beauty of the 
churches, the hospitality of the Polish people, and the grace-guided 
encounters with pilgrims from different countries. Regardless, 
the World Youth Day pilgrimage has left a deep impression on all 
of the Sisters who were privileged to travel with the diocese. As 
we draw close to the end of the Year of Mercy, let us thank God for 
the many times He has shown us his love and mercy.

Mercy’s Ever-Youthful Face 

Our Sisters in the midst of the pilgrims at the WYD 2016 



Top: Jubilarians with Sr. M. Angela, Sr. M. Aline, Sr. M. Arlene (seated), Sr. M. Monica, Sr. M. Elise, Bishop Kevin Rhoades
Bottom Left: Sr. Margaret Mary helps prepare Sr. Elise for the ceremony.
Bottom Right: Sr. M. Aline and Sr. M. Monica enjoy each other’s company prior to Mass.

On June 25, our Community gathered to celebrate the many years of religious consecration of four of 
our Sisters. Sister M. Monica Bertha celebrates her 75th Jubilee. Celebrating 60 years is Sister M. Arlene 
Gonsiorowski. Our Golden Jubilarian is Sister M. Elise Kriss. Sister M. Aline Schultz celebrates 25 years. Thank 
you, Sisters, for your loving and dedicated service as a Sister of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration!

Gifted with Grace Jubilee 2016

Top Left to Right: Sisters and other pilgrimage visit and pray at Auschwitz-Birkenau.
The Sisters journeyed with over 100 pilgrims from the Diocese of Fort Wayne – South Bend led by Bishop Kevin Rhoades. The 
pilgrims made a nine mile pilgrimage to the vigil site.
Sr. M. Mercy enjoys a “pope cake,” the favorite pastry of Pope St. John Paul II, in his hometown of Wadowice.
Bottom: Our Sister-pilgrims with the bishop and his niece: Sr. M. Lissetta, Sr. M. Joan, Sr. Maria Gemma, Marykate, Bishop 
Rhoades, Sr. Mary Anthony, Sr. Maria Kolbe, Sr. M. Mercy.

Blessed by Mercy World Youth Day 2016



Surrounded by Sisters, family, friends, and coworkers, Sister M. 
Cecelia Clare Stoffel and Sister M. Petra Nielsen professed final 
vows on August 11, 2016 at a Mass celebrated by Bishop Kevin 
Rhoades.
Middle Left: “Receive this ring, for you are betrothed to the 
eternal King; keep faith with your Bridegroom so that you may 
come to the wedding feast of eternal joy.”
Middle Right: “Bless these sisters of ours, make them holy and 
consecrate them to Your service: Lord we ask You, hear our 
prayer.”
Bottom Left: “We confirm that you are now one with us as a 
member of the Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration, 
sharing all things in common with us now and in the future.”
Bottom Right: “Strengthened by the vows of their consecration 
may they be always one with you in loving fidelity to Christ, their 
only Bridegroom.” (Photocredits:Derbyphoto.com)

Betrothed to Mercy
Sr. Mary John Pultorak, Sr. Mary Bosco 
Davis, Sr. Mary Augustine Warrell, and Sr. 
M. Karol Ann Hoefer professed first vows on 
August 10, 2016.

Sr. Mary Augustine: As a sign of her gift of 
self, made one with the Eucharist, Sr. Mary 
Augustine places a candle on the altar.

Sr. Mary John: “I place my hands into your 
hands, Sister Angela, and with all my heart I 
entrust myself to this religious family.”

Sr. Mary Bosco: Sr. Mary Bosco enjoys 
time with her brother Dan during the 
reception.

Sr. Karol Ann: Sr. M. Karol Ann walks 
down the aisle with her parents.



Excitement fills the convent each September as we prepare to welcome new women to our Community. As postulants, they begin to 
learn our way of life as they make the words of St. Francis their own: “This is what I long to do with all my heart.”

Top Left: Alexis Lolmaugh, Rachel Staley, and Valerie Warrell, who entered as postulants on September 4th, pose with their pastors, 
Msgr. Bill Schooler (St. Pius X, Granger) and Fr. Terry Coonan (St. John the Baptist, South Bend).
Top Right:  Sr. Angela welcomes Miss Alexis. 
Bottom Left: Many family members and friends came to celebrate with the new postulants, all of whom came from local parishes. 
Three sisters came for their former babysitter, Miss Rachel. 
Bottom Right Miss Valerie pauses for a picture with her two older sisters, Sr. Mary Augustine and Rachel.

Top Left: The soon-to-be-professed pause for a photo with the 
newly invested!

Bottom Left: Sr. Maria Faustina Herber, Sr. Mary Grace Richey, 
Sr. M. Ignatia Henneberry, and Sr. M. Lucia Richardson renewed 
their temporary vows at a Mass on August 9.

Top Right: On the morning of August 10, Miss Wendy Rutherford 
received the habit and her religious name at an Investiture 
Ceremony. She will now be called Sr.  M. Evangeline of St. Joseph!

Bottom Right: Our General Superior, Sr. M. Magdalena visited us 
along with her Vicar, Sr. M. Gertrudis. We were blessed to have 
them with us during our special ceremonies.

Answering His Call

“This is What I Want”
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Confirming His Call:



Return Service Requested 

We, the Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration, participate in the mission of the Roman Catholic 
Church by living the Gospel after the example of Saint Francis and our foundress, Mother Maria 
Theresia Bonzel.  We strive to combine the contemplative life with the active through perpetual 
adoration and the works of mercy in education, healthcare, and other ecclesial ministries.    
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